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THE 


PREFACE 
| Reader, 


AD this little Treatiſe come 
timely to hand, it might 

have accompanied the other Poſthu- 
mous Works of it's Author, a Collectian 
of which was publiſh'd laſt Year - 
But, that it was then miſlaid, and is 
now thought too Good to be loſt, are 


the Reaſons of it's ſeparate Publica» 
tion, 


'Twas written while he was yet in 


Communion with the Baptiſts, and 
ptenched 110 among them, in op- 
5 hen 1 A 5 Pu 
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poſition to ſome of their Teachers, 


who were-maintain'd--by ſetled Sti- 
pends and Præcontracts. 


The Subject! is weighty, viz. The 
Maintenance and Qualificationof * 
Manifiers, 


In handling which, 


He firſt cites the Texts, which the 
Advocates for ſetled Maintenance of 


Miniſters do uſually produce i in Fa- 
vour of their Opinion, ſhews wherein 


they have been miſinterpreted,” and 
confirms his different Expoſition by 
the Precepts and Practice of the 
Ap 


— 


|: He then . that 8 1 
ning is no Eſſential Qualification, for 


4 Goſpel - Minifter, rightly diſtin. 
guiſhing 
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guiſhing between the Art of Preach- 


ing, and the Gift of Preaching ; this 


being abſolutely. neceſſary, the other 
not: A Diſtinction, which ſeriouſly 
confider'd, may be doubly ſervice- 
able; Firfi, To prevent Men's In- 
truſion into the Miniſterial Office, 
in a preſumptuous Dependence on 
meer Natural Parts, or acquired Abi- 
lities; and, ſecondly, To excite thoſe, 
who, from an aflured Senſe of Duty, 


are moy'd to that Good Work, to 


anſwer their Call, notwithſtanding 


the want of thoſe outward Accom- 
pliſnments. 


In a Word: His Aim is, to remove 


from the Miniſters of the Goſpel, the 


grand Temptations of Eaſe and Lux- 
ury, by recommending an honeſt In- 
duſtry for neceſſary Subſiſtence; that 
their Miniſtry appearing clear from 

A3 ſtctiſter 
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finiſter and ſelf-intetefted Views, 
they may ſtand approved in the Con- 
| ſriences of their Hearers, as ſuch who 
labour not of Conflraint, but willingly, | 1 
not for filthy Lucre's Sake, but of a 
ready Mind. 


'Tis no Wonder, if this Diſcourſe | 
pleaſe not the Palates of thoſe, Who, 
while they afſert it Unlawful for 
Preachers to Trade, do yet themſelves | 
makea Tradeof Preaching : Nor is 
it any New Thing for Truth and | 
Worldly Intereſt to oppoſe one 
another, 


Farewel. 
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| Mechanick Preachers. 
: | H E Texts, which the Aſſertors of 


4 | the Unlawfulnefs of a Goſpel Mini- 
F ſter's following any ſecular Trade or Em 


loy- 
ment, do principally inſiſt upon, are, 1 ; | | 
| FigsT, Matth. IV. 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, And | 


ſus walking by the Sea of Galilee ſaw twa 

| — Q = called dk and Andrew bis 
Brother, caſting a Net into the Sea, ( for they 
were Fiſhers) | 


And he ſaith anto them, bollaw me : and 1 | 
will make you Fiſhers of Men, 4 

And they traiohtw left their Nets and 
followed Hom! Fong iN ; 


And going on from thence, he ſaw othor two: 
Brethren, James the Sow of Zgbedee, and John 
his Brother, in 4 Ship with Zgbedee their Fas 
ther, meuding their Wers; and he called them: 


And 


CSI” > 
Aud they immediately left the Ship, and their 
Father, and followed him. 


SECONDLY, 1 Cor. IX. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 
13,14. Have not we Power to forbear . e ? 


Who goeth a W, arfare at any Time at his own 
Charges? Who planteth a Vineyard and eateth 


not of the Fruit thereof? Or who feedeth a 


Hock, and eateth not 4 the Milk of the _ $* 


Say Itheſ Things 4 a Man! 7 Or- ſaith not the 


Lew the ſame alſo ? WHY 
Hur it is written in 1 * Law of Moſes, Thou 


ſhalt not muzzle the Mouth. of the Oæ, that 
treadeth out the C orn. Dot God tale Car are _ 179 


Oxen? 


Or ſaith he it altogether from, Sales ? For: our 
Sakes, no doubt, this is written: That he that 


ploweth ſhould BY. in Hope; and that he that 


— in Hope, yy d be Partaker: 80 his 


Hope. 


V we have — unto you Spiritual Things 
i it a great Thing 4 we 2 rep your. Ge are 


aal Things ? 


If others be Partakers of this Power over 7 you, k 


are not we rather 7 


Do ye not know, that they which ar LF 4 | 
Holy Things, live of the Things of the Temple? 


And they which watt at the Altar, are Partakers 


with the Altar ? 
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Even ſo hath the Lord Ordained, that they 
which Preach the Goſpel, ſhould live of the Goſpel. 


TrixDLY, 2 Tim, II. 4. No Man that 


* warreth, entangleth himſelf with the Affairs of 
this Life, that he may pleaſe him who hath choſen | 


him to be à Soldier. | 
FourxTHLY, 1 Tim. IV. 13. 15. Till I 


come, give Attendance to Reading, to Exhortati= 


on, 10 Doctrine . | 
Meditate npon theſe Things, give thy ſelf 


wholly to them; that thy profiting may appear 
unto all, 


In Order to a particular Diſquiſition of 
theſe Texts we ſhall allot to each of them 
a ſeveral Section. s | 


_ . 
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SECT. I. 
Mat. IV. 18, 19, 20, 21, 22. Explained. 


And Jeſus walking by the Sea of Galilee, ſaw 
two Brethren, Simon called Peter and Andrew 
his Brother, caſting a Net into the Sea: (for 
they were Fiſbers N 


And he ſaith unto them; Follow me: and 


T will make you Fiſhers of Men: 


And they” flraightrway left their Nets, and 
followed 122.0 4 PF 7 0 
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* Father, menaing their Nets: and he called them: 


their Father, and followed him. 


[© Sn : 

And going on from thence, he ſaw other 
two Brethren, James the Son of Zgbedee and 
John his Brother, in a Ship with Zgbedee their. 


And they immediately left the Ship, and 


! 


Peter and Andrew, and the two Sons of i 
Zebedee were Fiſhers before, and after, 
their Call to the Apoſtleſhip. Their Vo- 
cation to catch Men with the Net of the . 
Goſpel, did not engage them wholly to 
lay aſide their Fiſhing Trade. 


8 | 7 
But ſince ſome, whoſe Intereſt and Prac- ' |. 
tice that Interpretation beſt ſuits, will infer 
from the Words of the Text, which ſays of 
Peter and Andrew, that upon CuxisT's 
CALL, they ſtraightway left their Nets and fol- 
lowed him; and of the two Sons of Tębedee, 
that they immediately left the Ship, and their 
Father, and followed him; that therefore they 
wholly renounced that Manner of Employ- 
ment, or Way of Livelihood ; we ſhall enquire 
into the Meaning of the Apoſtle's Leaving 
their Nets, and ſee what Senſe the Phraſe 
will bear. 1 I 


Firſt then, when the Apoſtles are ſaid to 
leave their Nets, we are not to underſtand, 
that they left them Lzterally and Abſolutely ; 


or if this were the Senſe, they were then 


Never to return to their Fiſhing any more; | 
| | but | 
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but this we find contrad icted by the Apoſtle - 

Peter, and ſeveral others, who fiſhed all 
Night, John XXI. 3. which ſhews they had 
not * abſolutely Il their fiſhing Employ- 
ment, tho? called to an higher Work, becauſe 
they were after ward actually exerciſed in 
Fiſhing, | | | 


Secondly, That the Apoſtles did not after 
their Call to the Miniſtry, leave their Nets, 
ſo as not to return to them again, is agreea- 
ble to other Places of Scriptures, where the 
ſame Word [LEFT] is uſed, and cannot be 
underſtood literally and abſolutely, without 
manifeſt Injury to the Text. I ſhall inſtance 
in two. The firſt is in Luke V. 28. where, up- 
on Chriſt's calling of Levi or Matthew, from 
the Receipt of Cuſtom, *tis faid, he left all, 
roſe up, and followed him. Now it the Ex- 
preſſion is to be taken Literally and Abſolute- 
ly, then Levi left all he had in þ e World, 
becauſe *tis ſaid, he left all; but if jo, where. 


PI 


* * Certe ad Piſcatum redière, Fobn xx. Et Petrus poſ- 
tea Domum hahuit. Mat. VIII. 14. Secuti ſunt Chriſtum, 
relictis Omnibus, ſcilicet, ut ferebat Vocatio Minifterii, cui 
primo inſervièrunt, ſed cum illud permitteret, ad ſua redire, 
& Res ſuas curare poterant. | 


is evident that they return i to their Fiſhing. John XXI. 
And Peter bad an Houſe afterwerd. Mat. VIII. 14. They fol- 
lowed ( briſt, leaving all; Namely, when their Call to the Mi- 
niftry required it, to which they principally devoted tben ſetves 3 
but when that would admit of it, they might return to 1b ir own 
Employments, and take Care of their Affairs. Scultet. in Sy ops. 


Crit. ſuper Luc. 5. 11. 8 
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young Man, if he woul 
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withal had Levi to give ſuch a ſplendid En- 


tertainment to our Lord, and the great Com- 


pany of Publicans and Others at his Houſe ? 
as is mentioned. J. 29. How could a Man 
that had left all, be able to make a great 
Feaſt? And he that had- nothing provide 
for a Multitude? The next Place I ſhall 
mention is in Mark X. 28. and Luke MVIII. 
28. In the Verſes foregoing, *tis ſaid, that 
a Young, Rich Ruler came to Chriſt, to be 
inſtructed what he ſhould do to inherit Eter- 


nal Life? Chriſt having examined him, put 


him upon an extraordinary Trial of Obedi- 
ence, which was, to ſell his great Poſſeſſions, 
and give to the Poor, upon Promiſe of an 
Heavenly Treaſure in Reverſion. This ſad- 
ned the young Man, and ſent him away 
grieved, for he was very Rich. The Love 
of Earthly Poſſeſſions made him part with 
Chriſt. Upon which, Chriſt having ac- 
5 bo Diſciples with the Difficulty 
of a Rich Man's entring into the King- 
dom of Heaven, that truſts in his Riches, 
they cry out as Men amazed, Who then | 
can be ſaved? Chriſt tells them, With God 
all Things are poſſible; that tho' Men can- 
not by natural Strength take off their 
Hearts from the irregular Love of Riches, 
yet God can enable them to do it by Su- 
pernatural Grace, Peter having heard the 
whole Diſcourſe, and particularly obſerved 
the Treaſure in Heaven promiſed to the 
"i part with his 
Poſſeſſions 
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Poſſeſſions upon Earth, propounds a Que- 
ſtion to Chriſt in Behalf of himſelf and 
his Fellow-Diſciples, who had left all and 
followed Him, without any ſuch ſpecial 
Motives, at their firſt embracing the Goſ- 
pel, What ſhall we have therefore ? Jeſus ſaid 
unto them, Verily I ſay unto Tow, there is 
no Man that hath left Houſe, or Parents, or 
Brethren, or Wife, or Children, for the Kjng- 
dom of God's Sake, who ſhall not receive ma- 
nifold more in this preſent Time, and in the 
World to come Life Everlaſting. Luke XVIII, 
29. 30. compared with Mark X. 29. 30. 
and Matth. XIX. 27. 29. | 


Leaving, here, if Literally and Abſolutely 
taken, will imply, that the Apoltles up. 
on their Call to the Miniſtry lett all their 
Rights and Relations, whether Civil or 
Natural; But that could not be, for Pe- 


ter had an Houſe, Wife, and Mother in 


Law, after he was called to the Miniſ- 
try. Mat. VIII. 14. 15. And our Saviour 
owned him under thoſe Relations, as ap- 
pears by his going to his Houſe, and cu- 


ring his Wife's Mother of a Fever. 


By Leaving, then, in theſe Places, we are 
to etna not an Abſolute Diſowuing 
or Abrenunciation of them, for the Gol- 
doth not require this; but a deny- 


ing or relinquiſhing of them, upon a Spi- 
ritual or Religious Account, as when Pa- 
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rents, or Wife, or Children, or any ſuch 
outward Enjoyments, thwart our Duty to 
God, for. ſo far forth as worldly Things 
are repugnant thereto, they are to be lett 
by us. | 47} 


Religion doth not deſtroy our Tempa- 
ral Rights and Civil Relations; it rather 
ſuperadds to our Title, by giving us a 
Covenant- Intereſt, a ſanQified Senſe and 
Uſe of them, and teaching us to deny all 
inordinate Affect ion to them, and to count 
nothing dear unto us in Compariſon of 
our Duty and Love to God. | 


Thus you fee Peter and Andrew, and the 
two Sons of Zybedee, were Fiſhers before, 
and after, their Call to the Apoſtleſhip, 
and did not wholly leave their particular 

Callings upon the Account of their Miniſtry, 


And if this be not ſufficient to clear 
up the Conſiſtency of the _— with 
the following of a particular Calling, but far- 
ther Proof be required ; I appeal to the great 
Apoſtle of the Gentiles, whoſe Example makes 
for us in this Caſe; and, I think, is fully de- 
eiſive therein. 


At Corinth we find him at his Trade 
of Tent making, with Aquila and Priſcilla, 
Acts. XVIII. 3. And to the Elders of the 
Church at Epheſus, he clears himſelf from 
all mercenary Imputations, in W 
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of the Goſpel, have ooveted 20 Man' Sil- 
ver, or Gold, or Apparel, Acts XX. 33. Lea, 
and remonſtrates to their Conſciencęs, Jo, 

Tour ſelves, know that theſe Hands have mi- 


niſtred to my Neceſſities, and to them that were 
with me. V. 34. 


OBI ECT. Againſt this it is objeQed, 
that the Apoſtle ſpends a great Part of the 
Niath Chapter of his firſt Epiſtle to the 
Corinthians, to aſſert his Liberty from work- 
ing, and to prove that he, and others, which 
preach the Goſpel, ſhould live of the Goſ- 
pel. The Arguments he brings for this Pur- 
poſe, are drawn from ſeveral Topicks, as 


The Example of ſome other Apoſtles. V. 6. 
The Common Law of Nations. V. 7. 
The Teſtimony of Maſes's Law. V. 8, 9, 10. 


The Example of ſome Corinthian Teacli- 
ers. V. 12. "o_ 


The Practice of the Levitical Prieſthood. 
V. 13. | 


And the Appointment of our Lord. V. 14- 


In Anſoft᷑ to this, we ſhall proceed to 


SEGT. 
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Wherein 1 Cor. IX. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 
13, 14. is conſidered. | | 


Have not we Power to forbear Working ? 


Who goeth a Warfare at any Time at his own 


Charges? Who planteth a Vineyard and eateth 
not of the Fruit thereof? Or who feedeth a 


Hock, and eateth not of the Milk of the Flock ? 


Say I theſe Things as a Man? Or ſaith not the 
Law the ſame alſo ? 331 


or it is written in the Law of Moſes, Thou 


hat not muzzle the Mouth of the Ox, that 


treadeth out the Corn. Doth God take Care for 
Oxen? 

Or ſaith he it altogether for our Sales? For our 
Sakes, no doubt, this is written: That he that 
ploweth ſhould plow in Hope; and that he that 


 threſheth in Hope, ſhould be Partaker of his 


Hope. | 
If we have ſown unto you Spiritual Things, 
is it a great Thing if we ſhall reap your Car- 
nal Things: | | 

If others be Partakers of this Power over you, 
are not we rather? 


Do ye not know, that they which miniſter about 


Holy Things, live of the Things of the Temple : 
Ana 


(t7) 
And they whith wait at the Altar, are Partakers 
with the Altar? | 


Even ſo hath the Lord Ordained, that they 
which preach the Goſpel, ſhould live of the Goſpel, 


The Apoſtle's Arguments in this Place do 
not prove it to be the 'Duty of a Miniſter 
of the Goſpel, wholly to leave his particular 
Trade or Calling : The utmoſt of what is 
proved, is a Power to require and receive 
Maintenance, which I d6 not deny, where 
the Minifter is Indigent, and the Church 
able to relieve him; and to forbear Work- 
ing too in ſome Caſes. The grand Queſti- 
on therefore is, In what Caſes the Miniſter is 
to 3 Working, and to receive Maintes 
aance | 


I anſwer to the firſt Part, or his forbearing 
to work, 


FixsT, When he can work no longer, hes 
ing diſabled by Sickneſs, Lameneſs or Blind. 
_ or prevented by Impriſonment or the 
Ie. j 


| SECONDLY, When he has not wherewith» 
al to ſubſiſt without. 


And to the ſecond. Part, ot his receiving 
Maintenance, I anſwer, 


_  FixsT,, When he or his Family are under 
Neceſſities, they are to be ſupplied by the 
Church, C SECOND. 


(18) 


SECONDLY, When called to travail in the 
Work of the Miniſtry, he may receive of the 
Brethren, what is freely given for his pre- 
ſent Subſiſtence. | N 


But where à Miniſter hath wherewith of 
his own, or is ca pable by his Labour to ma in- 
tain himſelf and Family, notwiſtanding his 


Call to the Miniſtry, a ſpecial Care is to be 


taken, that he burden not the Church: Nor 
may any Man lay down his particular Trade 
or Calling, on Putpoſe to be maintain'd at 
the Church's Charge. Tbe Love of filthy 


Lucre is apt to ſteal jato the Heart, and then 


the Overſight of the Flock will be taken out 


not willingly. | 

It was the Command of CurzisT to his 
Apoſtles, to preach the Goſpel #*xes freely, 
Mat. X. 8. In purſuance whereof, Paul took 
ſpecial Heed to work with his Hands, 1 Cor. 


4. 12. that he might keep che Goſpel of 
Chriſt without Charge, 1 Cor. 9. 18. He 


frequently reminds the Corinthians and Theſ- 
ſalonians, how he kept himſelf from being bur- 


' thenſome to any of them, 2 Cor. XI. 9. 12. 13. 


And how he wrought with Labour and Tra- 


vel Night and Day, that the might not be charge» 
able unto them, 1 Theſs. II. 9. and 2 Thels. 
III. 8. The Reaſon he gives in tlie next 
Words, Not becauſe we have not Power, but to 
make our ſelves an Example unto you, to follow 


(| 


of baſe and ignoble Ends, by Conſtraint and | 


( 19) 


us. V. 9. A Power he had to forbear Work- 
ing, and to take Maintenance, as is ſhewn 
before, but he never put it into Act, fave 
in his Extremities. 2 Cor, XI. 8, 9. and Phi- 
lip, IV. 10, 15, 16. Have we not Power, 
faith he, to forvear Working ? Who goeth a Mar- 
fare ut any Time, at bis own Charges? Who 
planteth a Vinezard, and eateth not of the Fruit 
thereof? Or who feedeth a Flock, and eateth not 
cf the Milk of the Flock? 1 Cor. IX 6, 7, 
Here is a Power and no more; when it is to 
be exerciſed, we mult learn of the Apoſtle, 
whole Practice, is the ſureſt Expoſition of his 
Doctrine: When he could get his Living by 
his particular Calling, he wrought with his 
Hands, but when he was a Priſoner, or up- 
on his Travel for the Goſpel, or the like, the 
Caſe was altered, and Maintenance became 
neceſſary : He ſtreched his Power no farther 
than Neceſſity exacted, and leſt any ſhould 
abuſe his Doctrine in this Point, and make 
the Goſpel burtheaſome or chargeable, he 
N himſelf for an Enſample to after 
eachers, 2 Theſs, III. 9. Oz purpoſe, ſaith 
Dr. (a) Hammond, To give them a Pattern 
to labour as he had done. Or as (a) Clark faith, 
He would be an Enſample to Miniſters, to follow 
him in Diligence, in ſome honeſt Calling: Or 
as (c) Eſtius comments, Exemplar Victum 


5 5 N. 
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4 Parapbr, in los. ( b) Aurora. ibid. (c) n Syneps 
ritic, | r 
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proprio Labore querenai, An Example of get- 
ting their Livings by their own Labour. 


From hence tis evident, there is a Main- 
tenance due to the Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
and they have a Power to forbear Working, 

ind to receive it, as in the Inſtances before 
nentioned: But, it being but a Power, the 
Reduction of it into AR, is to be directed by 
the Apoſtle's Example; for tho? he had ſuch 
a Power, as appears by 1 Cor. IX. 6. Have 
not we Power to forbear Working ? And 2 Theſs, 
III. 9. Not becauſe we have not Power, Let he 
uſed it not 1 Cor. IX. 32, Nevertheleſs we have 
not uſed this Power, And 2 Theſs, III. 8. Nei- 
ther aid we eat any Man's Bread for ncug ht; 
But wrought with Labour and Travel, Night and 
Day, that we might not be Chargeable to any of 
you. But when he lacked and was in Neceſ- 
fity, 2 Cor. XI. 9. That which was lacking to 
me, the Brethren, which came from Macedonia, 
ſupplied. And Phil. IV. 16. Te ou once and 
again unto my Neceſſity. Which can be no 
Ground tor receiving Parochial Tithes, or the 
Tenths of Men's Increaſe; nor any War- 
rant for Bargain or Contract, to receive 
from the People, Quarterly or Yearly Sti- 
pends, by Subſcription or otherwiſe. 


OzJECT. But it may be objected, that 
the Apoſtle Paul took Wages. 2 Cor. XI. 8. 
J robbed other Churches, taking Wages of them, 
#0 do you Service. 5 


ANSWER? 


WF) 
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Answes. By a due Examination of the 


+ Place, the Apoſtle's Meaning will beſt appear, 


we will enquire then, what 1s to be under- 
ſtood by his Robbing other Churches, and taking 
Wages, and to help us herein, we muſt take 
Notice of his preſent Circumſtances, which 
were very mean at that Time, for he wanted 
and lacked, dcn and v5ipme the Words are 
V. 9. Cum egerem, and, quod mihi deerat, 
as Beza renders it; whereby is ſhewed 


his low indigent Condition. He was really 


in Want, he lacked abſolute Neceſſaries, and 
the Philippians being a richer Church, than 


that of Corinth or Theſſalonica, ſupplied his 


Want. And this was all his Robbing or taking 
Wages, as tovance and elwrtoy ſignify, compar- 
ed with cen and bc ipnua · he _—_— was 
in great Neceſſities, and becauſe there were 
ſome falſe Teachers, got in among the Corin. 
thians, who boaſted of their free Preaching, 
that he might cut off Occaſion from them of 
this kind of Boaſting, he was reſolved to take 
nothing of them, no not. in his extream Ne- 
ceſſity, but made bold with other Churches 
(the Philippians eſpecially) that he might 


| preach the Goſpel to the Corinthians freely, V. 


7. and keep himſelf from being burdenſome 
unto them, V. 9g. that ſo the falſe Teachers 
might not ſtop him of his Boaſting in the Re- 
glons of Achaia. V. 10. as 


Tae Words Robbing and Wages, are Mili- 
tary Words, but they are not to be ſtretched 


C 3 beyond 


( 22) 
beyond the Scope of the Text. They do not 
imply, that the Apoſtle uſed Violence, or did 
Injury to the Philippians, for it was a free 
Communication with his Affliction. PH. IV. 
14. being at that Time, a Priſoner in Rowe. 


For a fuller Explanation of the Word 
urinue T refer you to Dr. Hammona's Notes 


upon Mark XII. 44. where you will find it 


excellently unfolded. 


Where tlie Goſpel of Chriſt is preached for 


filthy Lucre, it meets with great Prejudices 
in the Minds of the People; there being no 
ſuch Alienation, as the mercenary preaching 
of free Grace: To tell them of the Bleſſed Ti- 


dings of a reconciled God freely in Jeſus 


Chriſt, and to invite them in the Language 
of the. Prophet, Ho, every one that thirſteth, 
come ye to the Waters, and he that hath no Mo- 
ney, come ye, ba) and eat, yea come, buy Wine 
and Milk without Money and without Price. Wai. 
LY. i. or deſpeak them, as the Spirit and the 
Bride, ſaying, Come, and let him that heareth 
ſay, come, and let him that is athirſt come, and 
whoſoever will, let him take the Water 5 
freely, Rev. XXII. 17. But as free as the In. 


vitation is, the Meſſengers muſt be well paid 
for deliver ing it; is a Method that is apt to 
beget Jealouſies in the People, that Theirs 
is more ſought than Themſelves, and Tem- 
porals rather aimed at than Spirituals, The 
Golpel is a Deed of free Pardon to poor peni- 


tent 


| ( 23) 


tent Sinners, and the firſt Publiſhers of it 
were commanded to do it freely, and ſince 
tis the ſame Goſpel, that is by all pretended 
to be taught, why ſhould any expect other 
Allowances, than the firſt Dibete ind. 4 


Our Lord told them, at his ſending of 
them out, that the Norman was worthy of his 
Meat. Mat. X. 10. And the Apoſtle ſays, 
that the Lord hath ordained, that they which preach 


the Goſpel, ſhould live of the Goſpel, 1 Cor. IX. 


14. But how is this to be underſtood? 
(a) Can has laid down a moit excellent Rule 
torthe finding out of Scripture Truth, which 
is, by interpreting Scriptare by Scripture, or 
as (b) Auguſtin more fully delivers it, * By il. 
« juſtrating dark Paſſages by clear, and am- 
« .biguous Paſſages, by thoke "whoſe Senſe is 
&« fixt; not omitting the Conſiderat ion of An- 
« tecedents, Conſequents, Occaſion and Scope 
« of the Words, with other Circumſtances, 
< as the Phraſe of Scripture, parallel Places, 
„ and Analogy of Faith. Obſerving "this 
Rule, we ſhallbe the leſs ſubject to Miſtake 
our Saviour's and the 's Meaning in 
theſe Scriptures. Luke Cap. X. V. 7. Calls 
that wo: Hire, which Matthew expreſſes 

Ted Meat. The Syriack Verſion tranſlated by. 


| Tremellias, hath Cibus Meat, and Beza, Als- 


mentum, Mouriſbment, Food, Vittuals, who 


«2.4 2 24 8 


6 


(a) Pref. to his Bible. (b) De Doctr. Chriſt, lib. 1c; 
x hath 
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Conſideration of which leads us to 


(24) 
hath this Note upon Matt. X. 10. (a) Chrift 


who chuſeth and ſendeth you forth, will alſo pro- 
vide Meat for you, i. e. Meceſſary Food, The 


Promiſe extendeth not to Superfluities. Chriſt 


bids them eat ſuch Things as are ſet before 
them, Lake X. 8. ide T4 rafarEꝭe, Con- 
tenti eſtote appoſito vobis Cibo, as Beæa pa- 
raphraſeth it; Be content, (when ye come 
into an Houſe) with what Food the People 
give you. Neceſſaries, the Miniſters of Chriſt 
muſt be provided with; bat where Neceſ- 
ſaries are not wanting, the Promiſe is whol.- 
ly Silent. | Ty 

'Tis alſo plain, from what has been dif 
cours'd, that a Miniſter may follow ſome par” 
ticular Calling, and mind Secular Concerns, 
provided he neglect not his Call to the Miniſ- 
try, and that his Heart be not overcharged 
with the Cares of this Life, Luke XXI. 34. 
Such a Secular Calling is conſiſtent with the 
Service of Chrif, in the Work of the Miniſ- 
try, and very agreeable to 2 Tim. II. 4. The 


— — 4 * — — 2• 


(a) Qui vos eligit, et mittit, Chriſtus, etiam de Alimen- 
to providebit. 
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Wo. Man that warreth, (a) entangleth bin- 
ſelf with the Affairs of this Life, that he may 
pleaſe him who hath choſen: him to be a Soldier. 


A. Perſon qualified, as we have before de- 
ſcribed, cannot be ſaid to entangle himſelf 
with the Affairs of this Liſ e. 


„ 


: 
* * 


But becauſe this Text is by: many made 
| Uſeof, againſt a Miniſter's Glowing a par- 
ticular Calling, it will be Time well ſpent, to 
vindicate it from their Miſapplication: I am 
not ignorant, that moſt Expoſitors run that 
Way, but that they have miſſed the Scope of 
the Apoſtle in this Place, I doubt not to make 
appear; and perhaps they were willing to 
miſs it for advantagious Ends. The Context 
will give us ſome Light in this Matter: The 
Apoſtle exhorts Timorhy, to be ſtrong in the Grace 
that is in Chriſt Jeſus. Ver. 1. And to endare 
iJ' Hardneſs or (b) endure Affliction, as tis Cap. 
IV. V. 5. are Exhortations directed immedi- 
ately to Timothy, and the Words, No Maz that 
warreth, entangleth himſelf with the 4fairs of 
this Life, &c. are not preceptive, but illuſtra- 
tive, or brought in by Way of Similitude; 


. (a) pTnMuaTai THIS TS C mpary put TH. 
(b) xaxendincas * 


7 7 and 


and in Similitudes, we are to take Notice of 
that which is principally intended, and agre- 
eth with other Scriptures, where the ſame 
Subject is treated of. This muſt be granted, 
or elſe our Interpretations of Scripture, will 
often prove diametrically oppoſite. Now this 
ſeents.to be principally intended, in this Si- 
militude, namely, that as a good Souldier 
will not for any Hardſhip fly from his Colours 
to the Bntanglements of the World, notwith- 
ſtanding the Eaſe. he may enjoy thereby ; 
but will endure Hardineſs with Courage and 
Patience, that he may pleaſe his General: 
So ſhould Timothy, and all other Miniſters of 
Chriſt, be conſtant and faithful to the Cap- 
tain of their Salvation, and never omit their 
Duty for any Terrors or Diſcouragements, 
or be dra un from it by the Buſineſs or Con- 
cernments of this World. The Sum of all is 
this; Timotiy is exhorted to Conſtancy and 
Perſeverance in the Work of the Miniſtry, 
and he, and all Miniſters of Chriſt, muſt be 
found ſtedfaſt therein, always preferring the 
Service of Chriſt, to the Affairs of this Life. 
To this Conſtancy and Stedfaſtneſs, they are 
encouraged from the Example, Firſt, Of a 
Souldier, who will ſhun worldly Entangle- 
ments, and endure Hardneſs, that he may 
pleaſe his General. V. 3. 4. Secondly, Of one 
that ſtrives in the Rxerciſe of the Olympick 
Games, for he is not-crowned, except he ſtrive 
ruipe; that is, lawfully. V. 5. Thirdly, Of 
the Husbandman who muſt firſt labour, that 

* is, 


(27) 


is, Plough and Sow, and take a great deal of 
Care before he comes 0 wan and be 
the Fruit. J. 6. = 


From theſe Baamptes they are cake to 
continue faithful in the Ser yl . whereunto 
they are called,” and as: the Tusbandinan 
mult labour before he be made Partaker of 
the Fruits; and the Ol ympick Gameſter ſtrive 
lawfully, before he be crowned as Conq s 


rour ; ad the Souldier endure Hardnefs,. 
fore he be rewarded by his General: 80 

| Miniſters of Chriſt muſt fight the g ood Fight, 
finiſh their Courſe, and keep the Faith, he Ore 
they receive the Crown of Righteouſneſs," which 
the Lord, the righteous Jo e, ſhall give theps 4 
that Day: And. nat to them only, but wato. all 
them ale that love his Appeari *. Tim. 1 V. 
77 8. that Conſtanc and erſeverante ih 
the Miniſters, are the Things princi ally 1 in- 
. in the Similitude, and not the caving 
x 2 particular Calling and ſecular Concerns; 
for if the latter ha Abeen the Apoſtles Drift, 
he would 5 con adicted Fol own Exam- 
ple and Practice, Acts XVIII. 3. And becauſe 
he was of the ome Craft, he 4051 e with then aud 
wrong hi (for by their Occupation, they were 
Tent 7 Acts XX. 33, 34. 1 have cove- 
ted no May's il ver or Gold Of. Apparel. Tea, Dou 
Jour ſel ves know, that theſe Hands have miniſ- 
tred unto my Neceſſities, and to them that "were 
with me. 1 Cor. IV. 12. And Labour worl- 
* 15 apr On 5 25 Theßs. II. * Fer 
to At. -D 2 * wwe 
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'we”"remeniber Brethren our Labour and Travel, 
for labouring Night and Day, beraufe we would not 
be chargeable unto any of you, We preached unto 
ou the Goſpel of God. 2 Theſs. 3. 8, 9. Nei- 
ther did aus eat any. Man's Bread 1 nought, bat 
nrought with Labour and Travel 7 and Day, 
-that we might not be char arable to any „ not 
becauſe we. haue not 1 5 but El our 
ſelves an Example unto you, fo follow us. And 
rhe Example of the other Apoſtles, John 
Þ + + x 3- Peter ſaith ung them, Tz a fiſhing, 
they ſay unto him, we alſo go Wi b thee, they went 
.to orth, and went into a Ship 7 immediately, and that 
"Night they caught nothing. He would alſo have 
one againſt his own Precept, firſt, To the 
Fides of the wager at Ep Epheſus, *] have [bew- 
ed all Things, how that Jo laboaring,. ye ought 
to ſupport the N 2 ok, and ta remenber the Words 
i Ot Lard Fo 45, A he ſaid, I is morebleſſed 
70 Toe than id reteive. Atts, XX. 35. Upon 
'F os Hammond thus para phraſeth, “ I have, 
by Words, ich he, pr by. Actions alſo 
1 ew? to you, how that ſuch as ye, 
i: at is, Biſhops, and. Governours of the 
Church, are to take Care of the Sick and 
10 ook and rather endeayour by Pains ta- 
c king, to enable your ſelves to relieve others, 
% than to be chargeable or burthenſome to 
4 others, according to that Say ing of Chriſt, 
« That tis a bleſſed aud heroical”T hing, to 
0 give to others out of a Man's own Earnings, 
e and this infinitely more bleſſed, and better 
ce becoming a Chriſtian, thin to be relieved 
Aby others. Secondly, To' the Church " 
the 


( 29) 
the Theſſalonians, When me were with you, this 
we commanded you, that if am would not work, 
neither ſhould he eat. 2 Theſs. III. 10. This 
Command is given to the whole Church, [if 
any] to Paſtor and People, who ſhould not 
expect Maintenance by others Labours, if 
they were able to get their Living themſelves. 
And at V. 6. We command yon, . Brethren, in 
the Name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; [Brethren] 
the whole Society muſt not walk diſorderly, 
that is, (a) forſake their Work, the Buſineſ- 
ſes of their Calling: The Apoſtle. makes it 
an high-irregularity in any Brother to be idle 
and forſake his Calling. (b) The Grèck 
Word is the ſame here for ¶diſorderly] which 
is rendred [unruly] 1 The/s. V. 14. or irre 
lar; the Term is military, and ſignifies a diſ- 
banded Sould ier, that hath left his Service or 
Obedience to his Commander ; and is ſet here 
to denote any irregular Brother, and. particu- 
larly his living idly, giving over the, Work 
and Duty of his Calling, 2 The,. III. 11. con- 
trary to expreſs Order Y. 10. for which, if he 
reform not after the firſt and ſecond Admoni- 
tion, whether Paſtor or private Brother, he 
is to be dealt with in a Way of Church Cen- 
ſure, for we are commanded to withdratv from 
every Brother that walketh diſorderly. V. 6. that 
is, (c) forſakes the Work and Buſineſs of his 
Calling. To enforce this Precept, the Apoſtle 
— — — — 
(a2) Hammond. paraphr. in loc. keto Ya 


(b) #Taury | P 
Cc) Haniond ubi ſupra : n ag 
the | ſends 
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x any Man 
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ſends them to his own Example: Tour ſelves 
know how ye oug ht to follow us: For we behaved not 
onr ſelves e- among ſt you, neither did we eat 

Bread for Nonght, but - wrought with 
Labour and Travail Might and Da, that we 
might noi be chargeable to any of you: Not be- 
cauſe we have not 'Power, bat to make our ſelves 
an Example unto you'to follow us. V. 7, 8, 9. 
Upon which, Baxter's Paraphraſe is notable ; 
« You know what our Example was, that 
«-gught to be imitated; I did not live idly, 
« and look that the Churches ſhould main- 
« tain me, or baſely hang. upon any, nor 
« needleily burthen them; nor take their 


Bread Which I paid not for: But while 1 


« taught you, I laboured and: toiled at my 
« Trade, that I might be chargeable to none 
« of you : My Minitterial Office and Labour 
% made Maintenance from you my Due, but 
<« Idlenefs I ſaw was a Sin, that had need of 
« Example as well as Doctrine to ſubdue it. 
And is not Idleneſs as much a Sin now as 
ever? And if ſo; is there not the ſame ;}Rea- 


ſon for Miniſters to ſubdue it by Example as 


- 


well as Doctrine? 
There is a manifeſt Diſtinction to be made 


between a Miniſter's following a particular 


Calling, and being entangled with the Affairs 
of this Life: Between an honeſt Diligence, 
and Covetouſneſs: Between the Calling it 
ſelf, and the Evil that may attend it. Peter 
and the other Apoſtles miglit ſurely go a fiſh- 
29 ing 


( 3t ) 


ing, and yet not be entangled in their Nets ; 
and Paul might follow his Employment of 
Tent-making, and yet not be entangled: by 
it. If Men were not reſolved to give Encour- 
agement to Sloth, and hang upon others for 
Maintenance, they might eaſily diſcern the 

Difference between a particular Calling, and 
the ſinful Entanglements thereof, which not 


only Miniſters, but all others, ſhould be care- 
ful to avoid. 


There is another ſort of Entangling, 2 Per. 
IT. 20. whfch is by the Pollutions of the 
World; whereof, if any Miniſter of the Goſ- 
pel be guilty, who 1s fo blind as not to fee 
the abſolute Inconliſtency of him and his Mi- 
niſtry with the Goſpel? An entangled Mi- 
niſter, in this Senſe, is a Miniſter of Satan and 
of Antichriſt, and to be excommunicated or 


cut off, and caſt away as a rotten Limb from 
the Body. 


Tho? a Miniſter may follow a partigular 
Calling, x et he may not entangle himſelf with 
the World, for as faith the Apoſtle John 
Love not the World, neither the Things that are 
in the World: If any Man love the World, the 
Love of the Father is not in him. 1 John II. 15. 

A Miniſter of the Goſpel, ſhould not be 
like a Bird ina Net, but like a Bird upon the 
Wing; his AﬀeCtions ſhould be above, his 
Converſation in Heaven; he ſhould be a ſe- 

rate Creature, an elevated and diſintang- 


led Soul, as a Sojourner, not an — 
| or 


(32) 


Nor does his following ſome particular 
Calling go againſt 1 Tim, IV. 13. 15. the 
Conſideration of which Text, we propoſe to 
our ſelves in the next Section. 


Sxcr. IV. 
1 Tim. IV. 13. 15. conſidered, 


Till I come, give Attendance to Reading, to 
Exhortation, to Doctrine. 

Meditate upon theſe Things, give thy ſelf whol- 
ly to them; that thy profiting may appear unto all. 


A Miniſter's following a particular Calling 
no more contradicts 1 Tim. IV. 15. Tavre 
lie, iy re i Meditate upon theſe Things, | 
give thy ſelf wholh to them, than Peter's Fiſhing, 

and Paul's Tent-making, contradicted their 
Apoſtleſhip. The Word [wholly] is not in the 
Greek, neither will the Phraſe bear it; but 
the Tranſlators being fond of that ſcripture. 
leſs Diſtinction of Clergy and Laity, and the 
Payment of Tithes, for the Maintenance of 
their Order, took Liberty of ſtretching the 
Phraſe, to reach themſelves and their un- 


warrantable Practice. 


That Timothy was to give Attendance to 
Reading, to Exhortation, to Doctrine. V. 13. 
to take heed unto himſelf and his Doctrine, and 
to continue in them. V. 16. and other ſuch 


Parts 


(33) 


Parts of his Miniſterial Office, is plain enough; 


but that he was to be wholy in them, with 


the abſolute Excluſion of a particular Calling, 
is not clear to my Underſtanding, The 2 
veral Duties of his Miniſtry, he was chiefly 
and principally to attend, that is, he was to 
be moſtly in that Work, in Compariſon of 
any other Employment, which is the moſt of 
what the Phraſe , vera i&: [be in theſe 
Things] will carry. 


The Miniſtry is a weighty Work, and all 
we can do is too little for the Maſter whom 
we ſerve; when we haye done our beſt and 
moſt, we muſt ſay, We are unprofitable Ser- 
wants. But are there not great Duties incum- 
bent upon Private Chriſtians, and of as great 
Moment, Strict InjunQtion, Conſtant Exer- 
ciſe, and Indiſpenſible Obligation, as thoſe 
Miniſters are concern'd in? Are not both 
Miniſters and People under Duties of equal 
Strictneſs and Extent? And then, how can 
the One be more exempt from a particular 
Calling than the Other ? If we draw a Paral- 
lell of? the Precepts given to Miniſters and 
People, they will appear to be equally Strict 
and Extenſive, and therefore, as much Rea- 


ſon for the People to leave their particular 


. Callings as the Miniſters. 
| K 
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Parallel of the Precepts given 
3 r 
Miniſters and Private Chriſtians. 


Give Attendance to 
Reading, to Exhorta- 
tion, to Doctrine; me- 
ditate upon theſe Things 
give thy ſelf wholly to 


them: Take Heed unto PD 


thy ſelf and to thy Do- 
ctrine, continue in them. 
3 Tim. iv. 13, 15, 16. 
Study to ſhew thy ſelf 
approved unto God, a 
Workman that needeth 
not to be aſhamed, right- 
ly dividing the Word of 
Truth; be gentle unto all 
Men, apt to teach, pati- 


ent. 2 Tim. ii. 15. 24. 


Preach the Word, be 
inſtant, in Seaſon, out 
75 Seaſon ; reprove, re- 
bake, exhort, with all 
Long = ſuffering and 
Dottrine : Watch thou 
in all Things, endure 
Afflictions, do the 
Work of an Evange. 


1 


1 


8 "4 6 
— 
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Let the Nord of God dwell 
in you richly in all i- 
dom, teaching and admo- 
niſhing one another. Col. 
111. 16, Exhort one another 
daily, while it is called to 
ay. Heb. iii. 13. Be not 
conformed to this World. 
Rom. xii. 2. Strive to en- 
ter in at the ſtraig ht gate. 
Luke xiii. 24. Labour not 
for the Meat which pe- 
ri ſbeth, but for that meat 
which endureth to ever- 


laſting Life. John vi. 27> 


Watch ye, ſtand faſt in the 
Faith, quit you like Men. 
1 Cor. xvi. 13. Be ſirong 
inthe Lord and in the Po- 
wer of bis Might, put on 
the whole Armour of God. 
Eph. vi. 10, 11. Pray al- 
ways with all Prayer and 
Supphcation inthe Spirit, 


and watching thereunts 


with all Perſeverance. v. 
18. Be ſober, be vigilant, 
and watch unto Prayer. 1 
Pet. v. 8. and iv. 7. Pra 

without ceaſing. 1 Theſs 
v. 17. Continue in Prayer, 
and watch in the ſame 


— 
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lift, make full Proof with Thank * ng. Col. 
of thy Mate 2. T wy iv. 2. Bc te 55 Spi- 


rit, ſerving the Lard, 
eontinuing inſtant in 
Prayer. Rom. x11. 11, 12. 
Always abounding in the 
. Work of the Lord. 1 
Cor. xv. 58. 


Compare now the Precepts which con. 
cern Private Chriſtians, or Believers in gene- 
ral, with thoſe given to Timothy, and in him 
to other Miniſters of Chriſt, and we cannot 
perceive that the former have more Time al- 
lotted them for the World than the latter; 
both being preſſed to Conftancy and Unin- 
terruptedneſs in Duty. And as both are ſpe- 
cially engaged to the Work of the Lord, in 
thoſe Stations they have in the Houſe of God. 
So except there Were ſome particular Precept 
or Example for Miniſters leaving their ordi- 
nary Callings, whereof there is none extagt 
in the Goſpel , the People have as much 
Need to plead for Exemption from their ſe- 
cular Employments, as the Miniſters ha ve 
from theirs; becauſe the Caſes are parallell, 
and the Duties of equal Latitude and Obli- 
gation. 4 


For upon Suppoſition, that the Miniſters 
ſhould fay, We cannot give Attendance to Rea- 
ding, to Exhortation, to Dottrine, we cannot be 
inſtant in Seaſon, and out of Staſon ; and make 
fall Proof of our Miniſtry; if we muſt follow 
1 e | our 


Iv. 27 5. 
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our particular Callings : Will not a like Excuſe 
late the People's Idleneſs too? Tram never 


pealſibiy pray with all Prayer, and watch therewnta 
with all Perſeverance, and be always abounding 


in the Work of the Lord, except I have alſo a 


Diſcharge from worldly Fairs. 


If the Precepts be impartially examin'd to- 
gether, with the Duties incumbent upon both, 
there is as much to be ſaid for the People's 
Immunity from ſecular Concerns, as for their 


ers! erich oer 3807 9:1: 45 
OsiEcr. If it be objected, chat the fol- 
lowing a particular Calling, will be an Hin- 
drance to Study, and unfit Men for the Mi- 
niſterial Work. Ver 1 


' Answer. *Tis anſwered, that the fame 
Holy Spirit, which calls any to the Service of 
Chriſt in the Diſpenſation of the Goſpel, will 
undoubtedly confer ſuitable Abilities upon 
them; for God is as able now as'ever to pro- 
vide for his Church: And I do believe, that 


. 


42370! i g 


as the Churches of the Goſpel were at firſt 


lanted by the pure Waterings of the Spirit, 

d they are to be propagated to the End of 
the World. God will raiſe up Miniſters af- 
ter his own Heart, and theſe he will endue 
with meet Qualifications for the Errand he 
ſends them upon. If a Man be a Herdſman, 
a Fiſherman, a Tent-maker, of an Employ- 
ment mean and abject in the World's Eye; 
and if he be deſtitute of all mannei of Human 
3 Arts 
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Arts and Sciences : Yer if he nath the Spi- 
rit's Call to the Miniſtry, God will own and 
aſſiſt him therein, and his Work ſhall be 
bleſs't, when a Blaſt ſhall deſcend upon the 
moſt learned and polite Diſcourſes of pag 
and unſanRified Preachers, 4 


1 1111 
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Concerning Human Learning, and 115 Of" 
| the Miniſtry of the Gojpel. - 


„Human Learning, is Þ far from de 
eſſential Qualification of a Minter of Chriſt; 
that it is rejected as wholly unneceſſary; for 
in the Work of Converſion,” the: Miſdem of 
this World is Fooliſhneſs with God. 1 Cox. 
III. 19. And therefore as in the firſt publiſh- 
ing of the Goſpel, God choſe the fooliſb Things 
of the World to confound the Wiſe,” and the weak 
=_ of the World to confound the Things 
which are mighty ; and baſe I hirgs of ihe Wor 1 
and Things that are deſpiſed, yea and Things 
which are not, to bring to Nowg ht Things that 
are, that no Fle 5 fouls glory in be Pfade | 
Cor. I. 27, => 29. So-undoubted{y he pro- 
ſecutes the ſame Method now in the carrying 
of it on, for the Foolifhneſs of (iod is wiler than 
Men, and the Weakneſs of God is ſtronger 
tha Men. V. 25. That which in the Eye of 
Carnally wiſe Men, is Weaknels and Folly. 
18 a higheſt Wiſdom, and more available, 


el 3 in 
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in rhe Sight of God, to carry. on the Purpoſes 


of the Goſpel, than any human Contrivances, 


. 


tho? never ſo mightily applauded by the Poor 
ignorant Worlod 


The Myſteries of Chriſbs Kingdom were 


hid at firſt from the Wiſe and Prudent, and 


revealed unto Babes, Mat. XI. 25. And fo 


they are now: for where is the Wiſe? Where 
is the Scribe? Where is the Diſputer of this 
World? What doth the Philoſopher, School- 
man, Logician, know of the new Birth, the 
new Creature, the new Man? He is as blind 
and ignorant toall ſpiritual Underſtanding of 
them, as Nicodemas was; he is a Stranger to 
the Myſtical Oneneſs, that is between Chriſt 


and Believers, and turns it all into Topical 


or Political Union; the unrenewed Man has 
not Ability to underſtand ſpiritual Things ſpi- 
ritually ; he can no more form right Concep- 
tions of them, than a blind Man can diſtin- 


guiſh Colours. The Things of the Spirit 


of God, are Fooliſhneſs unto him, neither 
can he know them, | becauſe they are ſpiritu- 
ally diſcerned. 1 Cor. II. 14. He diſcourſes of 
Chriſt in a literal, ſuperficial Way, after 
an empty unſavoury Manner; and he can do 
no otherwiſe, till he is renewed in the Spirit 
of his Mind, and made Partaker of the di- 
vine Nature. Eph. I. 23. 2 Pet. I. 4. For till 
then, his Underſtanding is darkned, and he 
1s alienated from the Life of God, and Jeſus 


_ Chriſt inthe Myſtery is Fooliſnneſs to him. 


To 


. 


[1 


|] 
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Io preach Chriſt crucified, the Power of 


God, and the Wiſdom of God, 1 Cor. 1 24; is 
from the ſpecial be gon God; who by 
P 


this Fooliſhneſs of Preachinꝑ, is pleaſed to 
ſave them that believe, V. 21. the Inftru- 


ments he uſually chuſes for this Work, are 
weak, deſpiſed Things, that the Excellency 


of the Power may be of him and not of Men, 


1 Cor. I. 27, 28. and 2 Cor. IV. 7. 


Vain Man is prone to be pufft up with his 


carnal Wiſdom and philoſophical Notions ; 
but alas! what will they do towards opening 
blind Eyes, ſoftning hard Hearts, and reſcuin 


captive Souls ? If ever ſuch Work go forward, 
it mult be by the mighty Power of the Spirit 


of God working upon the Conſciences of 
Men; for the Kingdom of God is not in Word 


but in Power, 1 Cor. VI. 29. And when the 


Spirit thus powerfully works, let the Rabbies 


and Sophies of the World look upon itas weak, 
dull and contemptible, it is able ro pull down 
the ſtrong Holds of Satan. 2 Cor. X. 4. It is 


a quick and powerful Word, and ſharper 


than any two edged Sword, and pierceth e- 
ven to the dividing aſunder of Soul and Spi- 
rit, and of the Joynts and Marrow. Heb. 
IV. 12. | 


The neglecting of the Plainneſs and Sim- 
plicity of the Goſpel, and running to the 


Schools of Linguiſts, Orators, Philoſophers 
and Rhetoricians, for Weapons out of their 


Armory, 


— — — — 
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Armory to fight the Prince of Darkneſs, who 
underſtands the Weilding of thoſe Weapons 
better than themſelves, has been one main 
Cauſe of that Succeſs he hath met with in 
the World: And 'tis not likely he ſhould e- 
ver be defeated, till we engage him with the 
ſole Artillery of the Lord of Hoſts. For while 
we think to rout him by ſuch Arms, we 


ſhamefully diſappoint our ExpeQations, and 


are overcome by him, inſtead of a Conqueſt 
of him. Regeneration is the Work of the 
holy Spirit, the Effect of a ſupernatural A- 


gent: This is Learning, not taught in Uni- 


verſities, but in the School of Jeſus Chriſt; 
where the Holy Spirit is the Teacher. 


OzzEcT. But how can a Miniſter be qua- 


liked to explain or apply the holy Scriptures | 


to the Edihcation of his Hearers, if himſelf 
underſtand not the Original Languages, in 
which they were written, How ſhall he 
know that this, or the other Text of Scrip- 
ture is rightly -tranſlated ? Can he inſtruct 
others with Certainty, in that which himſelf 
has but upon Truſt from the Tranſlators ? 


| Answes, This Objection appears more 


plauſible at firſt View, than it will be found 


weighty upon due Conſideration, for 


- Firſt, "Tis pranted by all, that the Auto- 
grapha, or Writings, of the Old and New Te- 
ſtament from the Hands of the firſt Pen- 

I CP men 


1 


' they can plead in this Caſe is a moral Aff. 


w 
my Mind about it. I might Inſtance Hke- 
wiſe in Perſons and Records of ancient 
Times; weare ſatisfied that there were ſuch 


(41) 
Men are long ſince loſt by the Injury of Time: 
Whence it follows, thatthe moſt Learned at 


the preſent Copies they have, ate exactly a- 
greeable with the firſt Writings: The moft 


this Day; cannot be infallibiy- certain, chat 


rance: And fo much an unlearned Ma 
may have, for the Truth of dur preſent Tran! 

lation. .. T 4p e ny n Da « TY = ; 
By moral Aſſuranee, 1 underſtand a 
firm Aﬀent of che Mind to a Thing, upon 


Mot ĩves ſufficient tofatisfy any prudent Man; 
for Inſtance, that there is ſuch à Place as tlie 


Hagae, or Amſterdum, I am not infallibly aſ- 
ſured, that is, my Underſtanding is not abſo- 


bush, fecured from all Poſſibility of Error; 


but, tho? I was never there, yet f am moral- 


ly aſſured about it, for I have the Teſtim6- 


ny of many credible Perfons who have been 


ey, and have Written of it, and have ſo 


* 
— * 


ſatisfied me, that I have no Doubt on 


Perſons as Alexander the Great, and Julius 


Cæſar; and that the Books, which go under 
the Names of Plato and Seneca, Were their 
Works, tho? we have no infallible Certain- 

thereof: And ſo for Tranſlatidns of the 


idte, we cannot de intfallibly affured that 


this or that is tightly done, but We have a 


F moral 
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moral Certainty, that is, we have ſuch 
Grounds and Reaſons, for our Aſſent, as 


may fully ſatisfie any prudent Man, that the 


preſent Tranſlation is a true Tranſlation for 
the Subſtance of it; for we have the Te- 
ſtimony of a Cloud of credible Perſons, the 
Unanimous  Approbatign of Thouſands of 
Learned Men, that there. is not any materi- 
al Deviation from the Original, or any Thing 
that is contrary to the Analogy of Faith: It 
is a Tranſlation allow'd and us'd by all En- 
:gliſh Proteſtants, it is quoted, preached from, 
paraphrasd and commented upon by the 
Learned, experienced in the Hearts of the 
Faithful, and demonſtrated in their Lives. 


Beſides, were a perfect Knowledge of tlie 
Original Languages fo abſolutely neceſſary 
to the Qualification of a Goſpel Miniſter, 
many, even of thoſe who are held not mean- 
I Jearned, will find themſelves, deficient : 
or. they, had Need be well acquainted not 
only with Greek and Latin, but with moſt of 
the Oriental Tongues, Beſides the Knowledge 
of the Hebrew, a Competent Skill is neceſſary 


* 
: 


in the Perſian, Chaldee, Coptick, Syriac, and 
. Arabick Dialects; there being many (a) He- 
. brew Words Which have Arabick Roots, and 


> 


_ pecially Job; and alſo Perſian, Chalder, C-. 


not a few Arabiſms in the Poetical Books, eſ- 


- 
| 
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(a) Haltoni Prafas. ad Imrodutt. ad Le. Ling. Orient. 10 
* : | Her, 
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tick and Syriack Words, but moſt (a) Challee; 
for (b) there are above two Hundred Verſes of 
that Extract ion in the Old Teſtament. Not 
to mention the ri and Cethib, the various 
Readings and Writings in uſe among the Ma- 


ſorites, what I have already hinted, may 


ſhew the Neceſſity gf being very conſidera- 


ble Linguiſts, for thoſe that undertake to 
read from the Originals. . 


Touching the Truth and Accuracy of the 
laſt Tranſlation of the Bible, compar'd with 


all formerTranſlations, whetherTindaPs, Mat- 
 thrw*5,Coverdale's,Whitchurch's, Geneva, Queen 


Elizabeth's, or the Bifhop's Bible, I will re- 
cite a Paſſage of Dr. K;lby, one of the Tranſ- 


lators, and a young Preacher, who in his - 


Sermon before the Doctor, excepted againſt 
the Tranſlation of many Words, and offered 
three Reaſons why a particular Word ſhould 


have been otherwiſe tranſlated, (c) The 


Doctor told him when he had done, he might 


have preached more uſeful Doctrine, and not 
have filld his Auditor's Ears with needleſs. 
Exceptions againſt the late Tranſlation ; and 


for that Word, for which he offered to his 
Congregation three Reaſons why it ought 
to have been tranſlated, as he ſaid, he (that 


5 
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(b) Leusdeni Præfat. ad Lex, Hebræs · Lat. 


ſe) Sanderſon's Life before bis Sermons. p. 44 
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is the Door) and others had conſidered all 
them, and found thirteen more conſiderable 
Reaſons, why it was tzanflated as now 


Printed, * 

It is indeed to be acknowledged, that thoſe 
Miniſters who underſtand not the Originals, 
are indebted to the Trarflators for the Letter 
of the Text; Mark what I ſay, for the Letter 
of the Text: far we are no more bound to 
take their Senſe and Interpretation , of it, 
where they interpret wrong, than we are to 
receive the Jens Expoſition of the Old Teſta- 
ment, unto whom were committed the Ora- 
cles of God, and through whoſe Hands the 
were convey'd to us; or the Papiſt's falſe 
Gloſſes on the New, becauſe they pretend ta 
be the ſole Keepers, and Tranſmitters of it, 
and its Meaning, 


The cranſlating of the Holy Scriptures has 
been doubtleſs a Work of great Uſe and Ser- 
vice in the Church, yet it may have been 
performed” by Perſons not. praperly qualified, 


* 


9 


for the Miniſtry of the Goſpel hat may 
we think of the Tranſlations. of Aquila, Theo- 
doſion, and Smmac haus, Who were ef Proſe 
hies: and of. Pagnine, with Montanass In. 
terlineary Alterations, and Malvendas's Verſi- 
on, all Papiſts? Carnal and unregenerate 
Men, who have Skill in Arts and Languages, 
can underſtand the plain Words, tranſlate, 
and give the Grammatical Senſe of the Holy 
2 8 2 1 Scriptures 


8 (45) 
Scriptures; while yet their Knowledge 
them is but meerly notional and talkative, 


of 


not affecting their Hearts nor influencing 
their Laves. 


But beſides the Literal and Grammatical 
Rendring of Scriptures, which carnal Men 
may be capable to-do, there is a Myſtical 
and Spiritual Meaning, which is manifeſt- 
ed to none but the Saints. Cal. I. 26. To 
whom, as to the holy Apoſtles and Prophets, 
it is revealed by the Spirit. Eph. III. 5. 


The Knowledge of which, by. the Revela- 


tion of the Spirit, is that which is a neceſſa- 
ry Qualification for a true Goſpel-Miniſter. 


I would not be underſtood to deſpiſe hu- 
man Learning; It may be uſeful in its Place, 
but the Preference muſt be given to the 
Teachings and Influences of the holy Spirit. 


Aſter the many Oſtentatious Flouriſhes, 


made in Honour of Academical Learning. 


by. the greateſt, Admixers of it, let them tell 
me, whether ever one Soul was converted 
by it to Jeſus Chriſt? Is it able to graſp the 
Myſteries of the Goſpel, and to penetrate 
that within the Veil? Can it diſcern the 
Things which are of God, in a right ſpiritual 
Manner? Can it open the Nature of the 
New Birth, and 12 between the 
Pangs of the Spirit of age; and the 
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Groanings of the Spirit of Adoption? Is it 
able to ſtrengthen the weak Hands, and 
confirm the feeble Knees ? Does it know how 
to interpret the Accents of Grief, and to ad- 
minjſter Comfort to the Afflicted in Spirit? 
And can it diſcourſe of Heavenly Things in 
an Heavenly Manner? No; we believe, till 
Men are taught of God, tho never ſo well 
accompliſh'd otherwiſe, they are not fitly 
qualified for the Miniſtry of the Goſpel, be- 
_ cauſe it is a Spiritual Diſpenſation. 


1 


SECT. VI. 
An Explanation of 1 Pet. IW. 11. 


If any Man ſpeak, let him ſpeak as the 
Oracles of God; if any Man miniſter let him 
do it as of the Ability which God giveth : 
that God in all Things may be glorified through 
Jeſus Chriſt; to whom be Praiſe and Do- 


minion for Ever, 


The Explication of this Text depends 
much upon a true Anſwer to the following 
Queſt ion, ur. | 


QuesTioNn. What is it to ſpeak as the 
Oracles of God ? | 


ANSWER« 
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AxswER: The Greek Text is E/, xaad 
«5 acyie . Now the Particle [5 s,] is often 
uſed for a Note of Similitude or Likeneſs, 
and then the Senſe would be, to ſpeak. like 


the Oracles of God; which would be very 
injurious to the Truth, if the Preacher were 
to preach like the Truth ; for then he might 
preach Lies by Authority; which it has been 
the Devil's Stratagem to: diſguiſe and to 
publiſh under the Likeneſs and Semblance 
of Truth. There is then another Significa- 
on of this Particle [s;, as,] and it is a denoting 
the Truth of a Thing; In which Senſe we 
meet with it in ſeveral Places of the New 
Teſtament. Thus when Herod would have 
put John to Death, he feared the Multitude, 
becauſe they counted him [e] as a Prophet, 
Mat. XIV. 5. The Apoſtle giving the Rea- 
ſon, wherefore Iſrael, which followed after 
the Law of Righteouſneſs, miſs d of the End 
they aim'd at, ſays, it was becauſe they 
ſought it not by Faith, but [A as it were 
by the Works of the Law, Rem. IX. 32. 
And vindicating his Miniſtry from thoſe cor- 
rupt Mixtures. ſome others were guilty of, 
[s] ag of Sincerity, [5] as of God, in the 
Sight of God, ſpeak we in Chritt, that is, 
we ſpeak in Sincerity and from God, what 
we ſpeak. 2 Cor. II. 17. John ſpeak ing of 
the Glory they ſaw in Chriſt, while veiled 
with a Body of Mortality. We beheld, fays 
he, his Glory, the Glory, [5] as of the only Bo- 
| | gotten 
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potten of the Father, John T; 14. Where Cas] 
clearly denotes the Truth and Certainty of 
Chriſt's Divinity, and not his Likeneſs to 
the only Begotten of the Father: for. if Chriſt 
had been but like the Son of God, he had 
not been the very Son of God, as undoubted- 
ly he was, and we by the Scriptures ma in- 
tain againſt both the Ancient and Modern 
Arrians, or Antitrinitarians, So here & ayie 
Set, as the Oracles of Goa, ſignifies not ſpeak- 
ing like, but ſpeaking the very Oracles of 
God ; and fo are the following Words to be 
taken, If any Man miniſter ; let him do it 
[5] as of the Ability which God giveth, that is, 

et him do it truly according to his Ability. 


20 ſpeak then, as the Oracles of God, or 
Revelations of God's Will, for ſo the Phraſe 
fignifies, is to ſpeak by Divine Inſtinct; or 
as Peter expreſſes it. 2 Eph. I. 21. Holy Men 
of God, ſpake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghoſt. They ſpake what God was plea ſed 
to give ro them by the Inſpiration of his 
here is as abſolute a Neceſſity now of the 
Spirit's Help for the right Opening of Scrip- 
ture, as there was at firſt for the giving of it 
forth. The ſame Holy Author, that endited 
it, muſt be the Interpreter of it. No Man 
can ſoy that Jeſus is the Lord, but by the Holy 
Ghoſt. 1 Cor. XII. 3. The Natural Man 


receiveth 


* 
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receiveth not the Things of the Spirit of God, 
becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned, 1 Cor. II. 
14. The Scriptures are like the Book ſealed 
on the Back-fide with ſeven Seals. Rev. V. 1. 
And no Man in Heaven or in Earth, can open 
it. V. 3. But the Lyon of the Tribe of Ju- 
dah, the Root of David. V. 857. 


We are to wait upon God for his Manifeſ- 
tation of the Senſe of the Holy Scriptures, and 
for Ability to ſpeak it in Life and Power: 
for as it hath pleaſed God to illuminate our 
Underſtandings by his holy Spirit, fo are we. 
to attend to his ſacred Teachings 1n all our 
' Expoſitions and Applications. If we are true 
Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, we muſt not preach 
our ſelves, but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, 2 Car. 
IV. 5, From whom we muſt receive be. 
fore we deliver to the People. 1 Cor. XI. 23. 
and XV. 3. Aſſimilating the two golden 
Pipes, which received Oyl from the Olive- 
Branches, and then emptied themſelves into 
the Gold. Tech. I. 12. We are at beſt but 
earthen Veſſels, wherein the Heavenly Trea- 
ſure is received: We are but Recipients, not 
Efficients or Procurers thereof. It muſt be 
given unto us, before we can give it forth, 


Alas! What is an Klabarate Weekly Col. 
lecg ion of a Man's 1 frami g 


| . 
erful Infuſions of oy La God? What 
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is a little Human Oratory and Worldly Elo- 
quence, to the Divine Rhetorick of an in- 
ſpired Soul? Goſpel Preaching is almoſt loſt 
among Men,:and a formal, quaint, and 
Court-like Way of Diſeourſing, is become 
the Faſhion and Folly, as well as Sin and Re- 
proach, of the Age. Sermons are now gene- 
rally the Creatures of Wit and Invention, 
and fitted to pleaſe the Ear and tickle the 
Fancy: But ſound Goſpel Preaching flows 
from a divine Spring, and runs to the Hearts 
of the Hearers- 


The Souls of the People are not to be fed 
with the Scraps and Fragments of Weekly 
Study, but with the Crumbs that drop from 
their Maſter's Table, with the Meat which 
periſheth not; this is the heavenly allotment 
indeed for the People's Souls: the other is 
Man's Allowance, which while it pampers 
the Fancy, is found, by woful Experience, to 
famiſh the Soul. e | 


Who ever read thatthe firſt Preachers of 
the Goſpel ſtudied for their Sermons? Did 
they uſe Notes, or read written Preparati- 
ons to the People, and call that Preaching ? 
They were endued with Power from on 
high, and enabled to ſpeak without all man- 
ner of Premeditation. They had it firſt gi; 
ven in to them, before they gave it forth to 


the People. 


- 
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 Author-ſtudied Preaching, and the Uſe of 
Notes, are manifeſt Innovations, which crept 
into the Church with other Corruptions, in 
the dark Night of Apoſtacy. 


I bere is not the leaſt Colour in the New 
Teſtament, for reading a pen'd Diſcourſe to 
a Congregation under the Name of Preach- 
ing; nor was it ever in Uſe, till Men ran be- 
fore they were ſent by God, and the Miniſ- 
try became a Trade rather than a Call, as it 


is among many at this Day. 


—_ — 


4 Szer. VII. 
4 Diſtinction between the Art, and the Gift 


of Preaching. 


Leſt any ſhould miſtake this Diſcourſe, 
and imagine, that my Deſign is totally to 
throw down Learning and Study, and to re- | 
duce Things to a State of Ignorance and E 
Sloth, I deiire them to take Notice, that my 
Drift is to diſtinguiſh rightly between 'the 
Art and the Gift of Preaching, and to give 
unto Study the Things that ate Study's, and 
unto the Spicit the Things that are the Spi- 

rit's. | | 


The Art of Preaching, lies in an acquired 
Knowledge of the Generals of Reli, ion, and 
G 2 an 
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an Aptneſs to propound and apply them. 
And this falling a 9 certain Rules * Ca- 
nons, for Method, Manner and Expreſſion, 
Men of meer natural and artificial Abilities 
may be very expert and ready in it : And 
yet this ſort of Preaching, tho now much 
in Vogue, is not properly Preaching, but 
rather a Declaiming, or Exerciſing Men's 
innate and acquired Abilities. They that 
are moſt Eminent for this Way of Preach- 
ing, are the Men which uſually pen their 
Diſcourſes, and deſpiſe all Sermons that are 
not attired in their Dreſſes. I deſire not to 
be too cenſorious, but this Art of Preaching 
may be in Men unrenewed, and altogether 

void of thoſe Gifts of the Spirit which alone 
fit men for the Miniſtry of the Goſpel. 


The Gift of Preaching, excludes ncither 
Men's natural Abilities, ſuch as Solidity 
of Judgment, 'Tenaciouſneſs of Memory, 
Warmneſs of Affection, Volubility of Speech, 
nor Intellectual Hahits, which are acquired 
and perfected by Study and Experience, as 
when Men become greatLinguiſts, Acute Dif- 
putants, Excellent Orators &c. becauſe Grace 
ſanctifies theſe, and makes them ſubſervient 
to God's Glory : But it conſiſts in ſpecial En- 
ablements of the holy Spirit, and is not ſub- 
ject to Rules of Art and Study. Here the 
Teat is put into the Mouth, and Manna is 
given from Heaven, The Divine * 

Our 
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dour is empowered to ſpeak in Demonſtration 
of the Spirit, that our Faith ſhould not ſtand 
in the Wiſdom of Men, but in the Power of God. 
x Cor. II. 4, 5. In ſuch a Miniſter meet 
both yp And xapiopare, Grace and Gifts; Grace 
to ſanctify, and Gifts to edify. God hath 
joyned them together in him, and *tis out 
of the Power of Man to put them aſunder. 
In a Word, we do not baniſh Study from the 
Preachers ot the Goſpel; but we make à Dif- 
ference between a ſtudied Sermon, and a 
Sermon preached by Inſpiration from above. 
It is no Matter, how plain and inartificial 
the Diſcourſe is, if ſo be it bear the Image 
and Superſcription of the Spirit. Fot ſuch 
Preaching will effect that which all the Art 
in the World will fail in. 


"Tis ſaid of Junius, before his Converſion, 
that meeting once with a Country Man 
4 as he was ina Journey; and falling into 
« Diſcourſe with him about divers Points 
&« in Religion, he obſery'd the plain Man to 
« talk fo experimentally, with fo much 
„ Heartineſs and Affection, as made him 
« firſt to think, that ſure there was ſome- 
« thing more in theſe Truths than his nori- 
« onal human Learning had yet diſcovered; 
« which occaſioned his more ſerious Enqui- 


« 5115 them, and aſterward his Convet- 
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80 mighty in Operation is the Word of 


God, when ſpoken in the Evidence and 
Demonſtratiou of the Spirit and of Power. 


To conclude, I am not againſt Learn- 


ing and Study, but againſt an undue Ex- 
altation of it, as if the Gracious Aſſiſtance 
of the Spirit of God were not enough to 
enable Men to preach effectually without 
it: Or as if, where there is no Study, there 
could be no divine Inſpiration. b 


Let then the Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
read, pray, meditate, and ſtudy as much 
as they can; but let them not build upon 
theſe Preparations: but when a Man is 
called to preach, let him give himſelf 
wholly up to God, renouncing all ſelf and 
ſelfiſhneſs, and what the Lord ſhall give 
unto him, that let him ſpeak. Thus he 
ought to exerciſe his Faith and Confidence 
in God, and if he fo do, he ſhall not 
be deſtitute of his Aſſiſtance: And if he 
| finds at any Time he is not fo aſſiſted 
in the Work, as it may fall out through 
Weakneſs or Unwatchfulneſs, let him ra- 
ther deſiſt for that Seaſon, and wait for 
God's returning Help, than fly to ſtudied 
Succours, to do which, is in Effect to fly 
from God, and that is Þ diſtruſt Him, 
and Diſtruſt is a certain Tempting of 


Him. Whereas an entire Reſignation of 
our 


** 
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our ſelves to Him, by Faith, humbly beg. 
ging and waiting for his Aid according 
to 15 Promiſe, is the Duty of every true 
Miniſter: Whoſoever undertakes to preach, 
without the Aid and Aſſiſtance of the 
Holy Spirit immediately influencing him 
thereunto, has no more Warrant for what 
he does, than they have to act in the 
Capacity of Embaſſadours, who never re- 
ceived any Commiſſion from their Maſters. 


co- working in the Salvation of Man. 
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